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ve.” 


Crowns, and upon bis Heads the Name of © 
 Blaſphemy. To this Beaſt the Dragon, ſpo- 


Ver ad. I think it bas been made at leaſt 


115 | 772 6 1 „ 
Rv 1. xv. 13. 


And T heard a Voice from Heaven, 8 
Jaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed ars 
the Dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth: Yea, ſaith tbe 
Spirit, that they may reſt from 
een ee e, en » of 
do _ Wen. =. _ 


-N the 1 of the xith Chapter, 
St. Jabn had a Viſion of a Beaſt riſing 
up out of the Sea, having ſeven Heads. 
and ten Horns, and upon his Horns ten 


— 


ken of before Chap. xiith, and by whom 
is very plainly meant the Devil, 5 bis. »_. 
Power, od his Seat, and great Authority. " 46% 


exceedingly probable, that by this Beaſt is 
meant the Pope, the Head of the preſent 
n of che Rain Church? 2 8 


„ Loyman' in toe. , 


* 
5 ? 
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the Dragon, from whom he had received his 


his People, Blaſpheming God's Name and his 


of.the World. Verſes 7, 8, 9. 


0 th firſt Beaſt, and caufing "thoſe that Ae 


fo 


Beaſt is further deſcribed as making it his 
eat Endeavour to promote the Intereſt of 


Power; as ſetting himſelf againſt God and 


Tabernacle, and them that dieell in Heaven; 
as making War with the Saints, and over- 
coming them, and having a very large and 
extenſive Power,. ſo that he was wor ſhipped 
by all that dwelt upon the Earth, except thoſe 


whoſe Names were written in the Book, of 


Life of the Lamb ſlain from the ae 


x 


Ix the 11th Verſe of that Chapter, 'the 
Apoſtle had a Viſion of another Beaſt coming 
up out of the Earth, exerciſimg the Power of 


on the Earth to worſhip him; doing g 


5 Wonders, and deceiving iboſe that duell on 


the Barth } y the Miracles he bad Power 70. 
do + cauſing an Image of the firſt Beaſt; to 
be made, and giving Life to it, and oblig- 
ing Men to wor ſhip it; and aufg all, bork 
all and great, rich and poor, free and. bond, 
to receive a Mark in their ri ight Hand, or in 
their Furebeads; and ſuffering none to bu 

„ ſell, who had rot the Mar of the Bal. 
or his Name, or the Number of his 3 


By this Second Beaſt, a very qudicious Ex- 
| 8 


- 


in a Future State. 5 
poſitor * underſtands the Clergy of the 
Church of Rome, many of whom, eſpeci- 
ally in the Germanick Empire, enjoy great 
| temporal F ſtates, Juriſdictions, and Royal- 
ties, as annexed to their Churches by the 
Favour of Kings and Emperors; and who, 
being all ſubordinate to the Pope, promote 
his e and Authority as Woch as poſ- 
my they can. 


In the Beginning of this Cpt of my 
Text, the Scene of the Prophetick Viſion 
18 transferred from Earth to Heaven; and 
the Church, which was before repreſented | 
as perſccoted by the Beaſt, is now repre- 
ſented as in the Preſence of the Lamb, de- 
livered from all its Imperfections, Sorrows, 
and Sufferings, and arrived at a State of per- 
fect Purity and Felicity in Heaven. A Lamb 
ſtood on Mount Sion, and with him an bun- 
— dred and ferty and fur thouſand, having his 
Father's Name written in their Foreheads. 
Ver. 1ſt. Theſe are ſuch as kept themſelves: 
is, from Idolatry and Superſtition, and 
eld out conſtant i in their Regards to G 
and his Truth, in Spite of all Perſecutions. 
And they ſung a new Song before the Throne, 
which was ſuch as none could ſing but 
: \ Themſelves. Ver. 3d. | 


* Lowman in loc. 
142 B 2 Tas - 


6 - The Blefedreſs of True Chriſtians 


Tuts Viſion of the happy State of faith- 

ful Chriſtians is followed by another. Ver. 6. 
Another Angel flies through the Air, pub- 
liſhing the Goſpel to all People, exhorting 
them to fear God, and give Glory to Him, 
becauſe the Hour of His Tudgment would 
ſurely come, in which he would take ex- 
emplary Vengeance upon Idolaters, and thoſe 
who oppoſed His pure Worſhip, That this 
is meant by the Hour of God's Judgment 
ſeems evident from the Words of the ſecond 
Angel, Ver. 8th. And there followed another 
Angel, ſaying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 

great City; becauſe ſhe made all Nations 

drink of the Wine of the all of her For- 


ni cat: on. 


Ix the next Verſes, a ba 5 de- 
nounces terrible Wrath againſt all thoſe 
who, in order to eſcape the Perſecutions 
the Beaſt would raiſe, ſhould forſake the 
Truth, and fall in with the prevailing Cor- 
ruptions of the Times. They who turned 
their Backs upon Chriſt, in order to keep 
fair with the World, and to avoid ſuffering 
for Religion, ſhould have their Portion with 
the Beaſt whom they worſhipped, in the 
bitter Effects of God's "Wrath and Indigna- 


tion. | 
3 HERE 


in a Future State. 7 
HERE is the Patience of the Saints; bere 
are they that keep the Commandments of God, 
and the Faith of Feſus. Ver. 12th. q. d. In 
this the Fidelity of true Chriſtians ſhall be 
tried and manifeſted ; this will diſcover and 
diſtinguiſh thoſe real and upright Servants . 
of God, who continue ſtedfaſt in their Re- 
gards to his Will, and to the pure Inſſitu- 
tions of Feſus, againſt all falſe Doctrines and 
corrupt Worſhip, however enforced by the 
Powers, the' Encouragements, or Terrors, 
of this World. —Then follow the Words of 
my Text, | 


AND I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
ing unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth : Yea, 

faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
 Labours, and their Works do follow them. 

The Words are thus paraphraſed by a very + 
good Annotator *, As a further Encou- 
* ragement to Faithfulneſs and Conſtancy, 
* was directed by a particular Voice from 
« Heaven, to declare the, unſpeakable 
“ gRleſſedneſs of all thoſe that ſhall be 
*« faithful. As they die in the Faith, they 
« die in the Favour of God, and of the 
* Lowmanin loc. | 
Lard 


3 


8 The Blefſedneſs of True Coriftians 

« Lord Feſus Chriſt, The Spirit of Reve- 
ec lation aſſures them not only of an End 
to all their Afflictions in a ſhare Time, 
* 4 but that their Patience and Faithfulneſs 
> 2” in the Hour of Trial ſhall be rewarded 
* gloriouſly in a State of perfect and un- 

* — Happineſs. 7 b 


IA read theſe Words, at the Choice 

of ſurviving Relations, as the Ground of 

my Diſcoutſe on this ſalemn Occaſion. The 

Encouragement contained in this Paſſage of 

Scripture was, 1 doubt not, a great Support 

to the Faith and Patience of the Deceaſed 

amidſt the Trials of a lingering Decay and 

great Conflicts of Nature: and the Bleſſed - 

Neſs aſſured therein, we have abundant Rea- 

ſon to think, ſhe was intitled to, according 

to the gracious Conſtitution of the Goſpel 

Covenant. There is the moſt. ſatisfactory 

Ground to believe, that She died in the 

Tord, i. e. in a State of Union with Him, 

nad in His Favour; and therefore that She 

reale from Her Labrurs, and Her Works ſhall 

Fah Her, or, as the Words might be ren» 

dered, go along with Her, in — Reward 
* excrlaſting Joy and: Happincls. 


2H T HE Method I ſhall obſerye in diſcourſing 
on theſe Words * be, 


TI RST. 


in a Futare State 9 


F, i887. To ſhew you, that * preſent 
Life is ordinarily a State of Labour and 
Trouble to true Chriſtians in a more 
eſpecial Manne. 


SzconDLy. I ſhall conſider a little the 
HHappineſs of their State after Death, 
+ which, is repreſented in the Text by 
their refting from their Labours, and 
_ Works Be ng, or eee 
hem. =? 


Tr Nun I ſhall offer ſome FREIE. 
to prove the future e of thoſe 
who cet in the Lord. END 


= Laer. I hall cloſe 1 brief 
een 


Finsr then, I am to hows you; that the 
preſent Life is ordinarily a State of Labour" 


and Trouble to true Chriſtians in a more 


eſpecial Manner. Now this will ſoon ap- 
pear, if we conſider, that they have theic 


Share with other Men af the common La- 
Surg and Sorrows to which human Nature 


is liable in this its fallen State; and more 


than this, have ſome. Labours and Conflicts 


* N which others are * 
wi 


10 The Bleſſedneſs of True Chriſtians 
with. I need not ſpend Time to ſhew, that 
good Men have their Part of the common 
Infelicities and Troubles of this imperfect 
mortal State. As they deſcend from one 
common Root with the reſt of Mankind, 
ſo they are involved in the common Fate of | 
human Nature, confidered as lapſed, afflict- 
” and mortal. Man in general, without 
any Diſtinction of Good and Bad, is born 0 
Trouble, as the Sparks fly upwards YN It” 
would be almoſt as unnatural and ſurpriſing 
for a Man in the preſent State of human 
Nature to be without Labour and, Trouble, 
as for a Spark of Fire, left to its own natu- 
ral Tendency, not to aſcend. The % of 
Men have the ſame frail and mortal Conſti- 
tution with the wort. Bodily Infirmities 
and Diſeaſes attend them as well as others. 
They are equally liable to Pains, Loſſes, 
Diſappointments and Death with other Men. 
So that the moral Good or Evil of a Man's 
_— and State is not to be known by 
y Thing that befals him in this World. 
Al Things, as Solbmon has obſerved , come 
alike to all; and there is one Event to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked; to him that 
ſervetl God, and to him that ſerveth him not. 
-< 10 the Good, us 15 8 Sinner; and be that 


* Jab 7 Chap. xiv. 1. Ecclel. is. 158. 
2 pare | 


Pr 
} 


in a Future State, 11 
{weareth as he that feareth an Oath, Unleſs 
the Sentence denounced againſt fallen Man 
were reverſed, or the preſent State of Things 
were chinged, or a miraculous Power did 
continually interpoſe, it cannot be but that 
Trouble.and Labour ſhould be the ordinary 
Lot of Mankind both good and bad. © 


Bur if good and bad Men ftand on the 
ſame Foot with reſpect to the natural and 
neceſſary Evils of this mortal State, yet 
there are Labours and Troubles which the 
true Chriſtian experiences and undergoes in 
a more peculiar Manner. He has Work to 
do, and Troubles to bear, which other Men 
are little acquainted with. He toils and la- 
bours to crucify the Fleſh, with its Aﬀec= 
tons and Luſts *. He conflicts with Pride 
and Paſſion, ond other irregular Affections, 
which too often break forth, and create him 
great Uneaſineſs, and bitter Sorrow. Tho 


the prevailing Diſpoſition and ordinary Bent 


of his Heart is towards God and Holineſs, 
and though his Actions habitually tend that 
Way ; yet Temptations ſometimes prove too 
ſucceſsful, and he is enſnared by the Allure- 
ments of Sin, or ſurpriſed through Un- 


guardedneſs and Inadvertancy. This fills his . 


* Gal. v. 24. | po 4 1m 


»% & 
ned; 
a.” 


ge 7 
* 
5 
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Mind with Sorrow and Shame upon a Re- 
flection; makes him utter his Grief and 
penitent Confeſſion before God; and puts 
him upon the more aſſiduous Labour and 

cloſer Watchfulneſs to ſubdue the Inclina- 
tions of the Fleſh, and guard againſt the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, and the Snares of the 
World and the Devil. He finds it Employ- 
ment and Labour enough to preſerve a ſteady 
Influence and Power of Religion in his 
Heart, and to maintain an uniform conſci- 

entious Practice of it in his Life. 


Ap how often is the Trouble and La- 
Baur of a Chriſtian's Life increaſed by dark 
and melancholy Thoughts, diſheartening 
Fears, and perplexing Doubts, with regard 
to the State of his Soul, and the Concerns 
of another World ? How apt are ſome truly 
upright and conſcientious: Perſons to con- 
demn themſelves: wrongfully through the 
Prevalency of Fear, and the Weakneſs of 
their Faith? To count themſelves Hypo- 
crites, or mere Pretenders to Religion, and 
to apply to themſelves the Terrors and 
Threatenings which belong to ſuch? They 


are afraid to touch the Comforts and Pro- 


miſes of the Word of Gad, apprehending 
they have no Right in them, and dreading 

to defile them with their unhallowed Hands. 
7 They 


in a Future State. 13 
They are ready to think that God has caſt 
them of, and ſpoken bitter Things againſt 
them ; that they have no Intereſt in- the 
Favour of the Almighty, as having been. 
but mocking God and deceiving Men in all 
their Pretences to Religion. And though 
theſe dark Imaginations are groundleſs, 
though this heavy Charge againſt them- 
ſelves is altogether unreaſonable, yet it gives 
them the moſt piercing Affliction, and fills 
their Sculs with unſpeakable Sorrows uy 
Anguiſh. 


Acain. The true Chriſtian oftentimes 
undergoes. Sorrow and Trouble in this 
Life upon the Account of other Men as well 
as himſelf. The Sins of others greatly af- 
fect and grieve his Soul. The Diſhonour 


which is done to God, and the Injury done 


to the Souls of Men by their ungodly and 
vitious Practices, wound and afflict his Heagt. 
He mourns over the Sins of thoſe who 


have not the Grace to mourn for them 


ſelves. The Increaſe and Audaciouſneſs of 
Vice, the prevailing abounding Corruption 
and Immorality of the World, is a Subject 
he cannot think of without Sorrow and, 
Pity.. -Thus we find it was with the Heart 
of the pious Pſalmiſt. Horror hath taken ' 
Hold on me becauſe of the Wicked ubich 


C2: * 


1 
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. 
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keep not thy Law. And again, Rivers of 
Waters run down mine Eyes becauſe they 
Keep not thy Law. And once more, I be- 


held the Tranſgreſſors and was gmeved be- 
cauſe they kept not thy Word *. Tis even 


a Burden,,to. the Soul of à true Chriſtian, 


to have his Fars filled with impious Oaths 


and horrid Imprecations, which accoſt him 


in almoſt every place: to behold rational 
Creatures, -who were made- in the Image 
of God, and defigned for Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs, transforming themſelves into Begſls, 


and even Monfters of Wickedneſs, His 


righteous Soul, like that of Lot, is vexed 
with the filthy and ungodly Converſation of 
the wicked +. He is ready to complain 
with the P/almijt. Wo is me that I ſojourn 


zn Meſech, that I duell in the Tents of: Ke- 


dar +, And even to, wiſh with the Pro- 


phet Jeremiab. Oh! that I bad in the 
Miderneſs a lodging place of wayfering 


Men, that I might leave my People and go 


3 from them . But with what a peculiar 


Anxiety and Anguiſh- is the Soul of the 
good Man wounded, when be beholds his 


, neareſt and deareſt Relations, for whoſe 
Welfare he has the moſt tender Concern, 
going . aſtray in the Paths of Vice, walk- 
Palm exiz, 53, 136, 158. . Pet. il, 

- ns f Pal. cxx. 5. Jer. ix. 2 


my 


2 ) , 
1 


in a Future State. 1 5 | 


ing m the Counſel of the Ungodly, and per- 

haps fitting in the Seat of the Scornful } 
making a mock of Sin, and harduing their 
Necks againſt repeated Admonitions and 
Reproofs, and all poſſible Attempts to re- 
elaim them. And that this is no rare and 
uncommon Caſe, the Experience of every 
Age has ſufficiently teſtified. The Sorrows 
and Tears ↄf diſtreſſed broken hearted Pa- 
rents, over diſſolute and incorrigible Chil- 
dren, many Inſtances of which are to be 
obſerved in almoſt every Place, are a moſt 


affecting Proof and Evidence of this Truth. 


I might be added further, that true 
Chriſtians have ſometimes found this World 
to be in a more ſpecial Manner a State of 


Labour and Trouble to them, as they have 


been forced to undergo grievous Sufferings 
and ſevere Perſecution on the Score of Re- 
ligion ; and even to lay down their Lives 
to keep a good Conſcience and maintain 
their Integrity, This was the Caſe of 'great 
Multitudes of the primitive Chriftians under 
the Perſecutions of Heathen Rome. And 
the ſame has been ſince that Time the Lot 


of many faithful and couragious Servants _ 


of Chriſt, through the Rage and Tyranny 
of a P opiſh Spirit. It has been the Caſe of 
not a few of our Forefathers in theſe Lands, 
to 
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to ſeal the Truth of their Religion with 
their Blood. And it is to be aſcribed to 
the merciful Interpoſition of God's over- 
ruling Providence, that this Spirit of Per- 
ſecution is now reſtrained; and that the 
World is not ſo grievous and troubleſome 
a Place to any among us, upon this Account, 
as it has been to many others. But I muſt 
not enlarge any further on this Head, but 
proceed to the * 


SECOND Point propoſed, viz. To con- 
fider the happy State of true Chriſtians 
after Death. This is repreſented in the 
Text, by their refling from their Labours, 
and their Works following them, or going 
along with them. e 132i 

 Tx1rs Deſcription of their Happineſs 
leads us to conſider it in a Negative and a 
Pqſitive View. | REA 


FIRST. We may conſider the Negative 
Part of the Happineſs of real Chriſtians 
after Death; and that is, their Exemption 
from the Evils and Sorrows of the preſent 


State. They reſt from their Labours, They 


are got quite out of the Reach of all the 
Calamities and Sufferings with which they 
were exerciſed in this our World. Like 
FM Ml,riners 


in a Future State. 17 


Mariners who have been long driven about 
by tempeſtuous Winds, made the Sport of 
Ke Waves, and often in Danger of ſplitting 
on Rocks: but are at length arrived at the 
defired Haven, where all their Dangers and 
Fears are over. They are got to that quiet 
and peaceful Place, where the Wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and where the Weary are at 
Reſt : Where the Priſoners reſt together, 
bey hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor. The 

Small and Great are all one there ; and the 
Servant 1s free from his Maſter * This 
Reſt may be conſidered with regard to the 
Body, and to the Sous. 


1 Drarn gives the Body Reſt fom al all 
the Toils and Infirmities of the preſent Life. 

The Body being mortal by the Decree of 
Heaven, and as the Effect of the Apoſtacy, 
it cannot be but that, in its preſent State, it 
ſhould be obnoxious to thoſe Diſcaſes. and 
Pains which are the neceſſary Concomitants' 
and Attendants of Mortality. And very: 

often it is haraſſed and fatigued with Varie- , 
ty of Pains and Miſeries, violent in ther 
Degree, and frequent in their Returns and 


Periods. The greateſt Part of the ſhort -_ | 


Space of Life is, by ſome Perſons, ſpent in 
racking Pains or waſting Diſeaſes ; and wea- 


Job iii. 17, 18, 19, | 
* riſine 


18 The Bleſſedneſs of True Chriſtiaus 
riſome Days and Nights may molt juſtly be 
aid to be appointed them §. But they can 
accompany the good Man no farther than 

the Grave. There he ſhall drop all the In- 
fir mities, Diſeaſes, and Decays which at- 
tended the Body in this preſent State; and 
like one who has obtained Eaſe after a tedi- 
ous Fit of tormenting Pain, ſhall take his 
Reſt till the Morning of the Reſurrection. 

The Body, which has now been quite tired 
with the Toils and Fatigues of this trouble- 
ſome Life, ſhall there enjoy the moſt ſweet 
and profound Sleep, till it awake refreſhed, 
vigorous and incorruptible at he Voice of the 
Archangel, and the Trump of God *. Death, 
we find, is frequently repreſented in Scrip- 
ture under this Metaphor of a Sleep ; and the 
Grave is ſpoken of as a Bed, in which the 
Body takes its Reſt. He ſball enter into 
Peace, they ſhall reſt in their Beds t. Light- 
en mine Eyes, left ] fleeþ the Sleep of Death. 
The Multitude of them that fleep in the Duſt 
of the Earth ſhall awake ||. And when 
Lezarus was dead, Jeſus tells his Diſciples, 
Our Friend Lazarus fleepeth ; but I go to a- 
vue him out of his Sleep u. And Chriſt is 
| faid to be become the firſt Fruits of them that 


'$ Job vit. 3. 1 Theft iv, 16. + If. lei. 
2. + Pal, xii.3z. | Dan. xii. 2. * John 


I. « , ſleep, 


in @ Future State. 19 


5 *. And true Chriſtians are ſaid to ſeep 


in Jeſus, and to be fallen aſleep in Chriſt +, 


2. Tux Souls of thoſe abb die in the Lord, 
have reſt from all the Sorrows and Labours 
they underwent in the preſent Life, All the 
Chriſtian's Trials and Exerciſes, all his Fears 


and Temptations, are now at an End. He 


is now no longer ſtruggling with inbred. 
Corruptions, or conflicting with ſpiritual 
Enemies. He complains no more of the 
Indiſpoſition or Weakneſs of the Fleſh, the 
Backwardneſs and Reluctance, or the Dead- 
neſs and Diſtraction of his Heart. He no 


longer laments the Influence of corrupt: wi 


Principles within him. He has no furter 


Need of Watchfulneſs and Mortification. 


He is now got out of the Reach of all the 


inſnaring beguiling Objects of this preſent 
World; they can no more diſcompoſe or. 
defile his Soul. The Darts of Satan's Tempt- 
ations can now wound or annoy him no 
more. In this Life he was oftentimes ready 
to fear whether he ſhould hold out and per- 


ſevere in his religious Courſe ; whether he 


ſhould finiſh the ſpiritual Warfare with Suc- 


ceſs: But now he is arrived at the Goal, and 


become a Conqueror, yea more than a 
* 1 Cor. xv. 20. | * + I Theſſ. iv. 15. 1 Cor. 


xv. 18. 
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Conqueror through Chriſt Feſus his Lord f. 


He has now dropt the Body of Sin and 
Death, with all the Evils and Imperfec- 
tions which attended it ; and 1s ſet free from 


every Inconvenience and Difficulty the Soul 
underwent by its Union with corrupt and 


mortal Fleſh. There is now no more Ap- 
pearance of any irregular Deſire, of any tu- 


multuous, diforderly Paſſion ; but the Soul 
is all pure, refined, ſerene, and peaceful. It 


is poſſeſſed of Purity without Spot or Ble- 
miſh, and therefore meet for uninterrupted 


Peace, Tranquillity, and Happineſs. There 

zs the moſt exact Harmony and Regularity 

in all its Faculties, and nothing from 165 * 
or from witluut, that can give it the leaſt 


Moleſtation or Diſquietude. In a Word, 
many Duties incumbent on us in this Life, 


Which are the neceſſary Reſult of our pre- 


ſent imperfect Condition, and which increaſe 


not a little the Toil and Labour of a true 


Chriſtian, ſuch as Repentance and Confeſſion 


Sin, Watchfulneſs, Self-denial, Refignation 


to the Will of God, and Patience under ſe- 
vereſt Affictiong ſhall then be entirely at an 


End, becauſe there will be no further Rea- 


- 


ſon for them; 'nor ſhall the Soul of the good 
fe, 


Man be any Further vexed, as in this 


with the corrupt Practices and Converſation 
| t Rom. viii. 37. 
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of 
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of the Wicked, being in that State abſo- 
lutely ſeparated from all Intercourſe and 
Commerce with impure and vitious Spirits. 
This is plainly enough ſuggeſted by our Lord 
in the Parable of the rich Man and the Beg- 
gar *, But I go on, 


SECONDLY, to confider the poſitive Part 
of the Happineſs of thaſe who die in the 
Lord. Their Works do follow them, or go 
along with them, Now this may be under- 
ſtood in a double Reſpect. 


1. Tux Works of thoſe who die in the © 
Tord may be faid to follow, or accompany, 


tain the Remembrance, or Conſ.ioulnek, 
of them, and derive no inconſiderable Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction from thence, Every 
rational and conſcious Being is happy in 
himſelf, in Proportion to the Degree of his 
Virtue or moral Goodneſs, Thus God, who 
is infinitely good, is alſo infimutely happy, 
and muſt neceſſarily be ſo, becauſe he is 
unalterably good and holy.» And the Crea- 
ture, according to the * rovement he has 
made in Virtue, will be happy in his own 
Mind, and from the Reflections of his Con- 


„Luke xvi, 26. 
| D 2 ſcience, 


chem i into the other World, as they ſtill re- 4 « "1 
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ſcience, in another World. Conſcience, 
we know, can make a Man miſerable or 
or happy in this Life, more than any exter- 
nal Occurrences, adverſe or proſperous, can 
poſſibly do. This is evident from hence, 
that many an upright and virtuous Man has 
felt and declared himſelf happy in the midſt 
of manifold temporal Evils ; in Poverty and 
Diſgrace, in Ignominy and Death. The 
Anſwer of a-good Conſcience has made the 
greateſt Evils light and tolerable. Thus 
the Apoſtle could ſay, None of theſe Things, 
he means the Sufferings he underwent for 
the Sake of Chr:/?, and in his Service, can 
move me, fo I may finiſh my Courſe with Joyx. 
And on the other hand, the Senſe of 
Guilt, and the Torment of Conſcience, will 
take away the Reliſh of the moſt proſperous 
Condition, and render a Man miſerable 
amidſt the reateſt Abundance of temporal 
Poſſeſſions. Now it will be one Part of 
the Happineſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, 


to have always the peaceful and pleaſant 5 
Reflection on their own Integrity and Vir- 


tue. The Satisfaction which reſults from 

their Conſciences will he a perpetual Feaſt, 

an everlaſting Fountain of Serenity and Plea- 

ure to their Souls, It is in the Nature of 
FP 


* AQs xx. 24. 


# - 
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the Caſe impoſſible, ſuppoſing the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of their Virtue and Uprightneſs 
always to continue with them, that they 
ſhould ever want Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
or ever feel the leaſt Uneaſineſs or Miſery ö 
from themſelves. Such is the Nature ß 
the Soul that it will make itſelf either ha 
py or miſerable as long as it exiſts by its 
own Thoughts. And as virtuous Actions 
| yield agreeable and chearful Thoughts, ſo 
the virtuous Man muſt from himſelf, or 
from' the Make of his own Soul, be an 
happy Man. What a Pleaſure mult it be 
to the upright and pious Soul in its future 
State to reflect upon its religious Temper _ 
and Conduct in the preſent Life, and during 
its Reſidence! in the Body? How greatly 4 
muſt the Vigilance, and Toil, and Labour = 
it underwent to mortify irregular Deſires, 
to reſtrain inordinate Appetites, to improve 
and cultivate every virtuous Diſpoſition, and 
to abound in all the Fruits of Righteouſs 
neſs *; how greatly, I ay, muſt ſuch Re- 
flections delight and gladden the holy Soul "2 
throughout the Ages of Eternity? What 
ag us ſpeakable Pleaſure mult it enjoy when | 
ach ieſelf conformed to the Pattern of the 
divine Pucity without the leaſt Irregularity 


N 8 * 3 
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Phil. i. 11 | ; 
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or Diſorder, without the leaſt moral Im- 
| perfection or Deviation? But, 


2. Tux Works of thoſe T's die in the © 
Lord may be ſaid to follow them, as they 
ſhall receive from God an abundant Recom- 
penſe of all their Labours and Services, of 
all their Trials and Affliftions, in the pre- 
ſent Life, They will find, by the moſt 
happy Experience, that their heavenly Ma- 
ſter does not expect to be ſerved for nought, 
and that their Labour in the Lord is not in 
v:i1n . Heaven will yield them an ample 
and, eternal Reward of all their Works of 
Faith, all their Labours of Love, and all 
their Trials and Exerciſes, of Patience. As 
their Souls will be perfectly conformed to 
God in Purity and Regularity, ſo they ſhall 
enjoy exquiſite and inconceivable Pleaſures 
in the Society of God and their Redeemer, 
of the glorious Angels, and Spirits of the 
Ti ma perfect +. They ſhall be ſatisfied 

they awake with the divine Likeneſs t, 
and —. the intimate Contemplation, and 
unreſtrained Enjoyment, of that moſt glo- 
rious and perfect Being, that immenſe all- 
ſufficient Good, that inexhauſtible Foun · 


IP 
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4 1. Cor. xv. 58, . + Heb. xii. 23. 
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tain of Happineſs, in whoſe Preſence is Ful- 
neſs of Toy, and at whoſe Right-hand are 
Pleaſures for ever more *. It will be the 


everlaſting Employment, and the everlaſting 


Felicity, of the Saints, to contemplate che 
divine Nature and Perfections, and to ſearch 


into the Myſteries of God's Providence, and 


of his Grace. Their Inquiries will not then 


be fruitleſs and unſatisfactory, as very often 


they are in the preſent World; but they 
ſhall then ſee as they are ſeen, and no 
even as alſo they are known, In this World 
they ſaw but as in a Riddle, darkly and im- 
perfectly; then they ſhall fee Face 10 Face. 


Now they know but in Part; but when that 


which is per fecs is come, then that which is 
in Part ſhall be done away . In a Word, 
every Faculty of the Soul ſhall have the 
moſt agreeable and raviſhing Entertainment; 
and. the blefled Inhabitants of that happy 
Place ſhall moſt willingly and delightfully 
aſſiſt each other's Contemplations and Praiſes, 
mg promete each other's. Joy and Happi- 
8 N 


Aux vp not the Soul only of the true Chriſ- 


tian ſhall enjoy the Happineſs of the heaven- 
ly State, but the Body alſo, being raiſed out 


Pal. xvi, 11. + 1 Cor. xiii, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
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of its duſty Bed by the Power of God, and 
reanimated by its Partner, ſhall be received 
into the bliſsful Regions, and partake of the 
Felicity of that glorious Place. Them which 
' flee in Jeſus, ſays the Apoſtle, will God 
bring with him *, That which 7s now ſown 
a natural Body ſhall be raiſed à ſpiritual 
Body. That which 7s ſown in Weakneſs 
ſhall be raiſed in Power. That, which 7s 
ſown in Di/honour ſhall be raiſed in Glory. 
That which 7s ſown in Corruption ſhall be 
raiſed in Incorruption T. The Body ſhall 
then be intirely refined from all its Droſs ; 
it ſhall have put off all its corruptible and 
mortal Qualities, and become a ſprightly, 
vigorous, immortal Companion for the 
Soul, to which it ſhall be re-united, and 
with which it ſhall join in the Exerciſes 
and in the Enjoyments of Heaven to all 
Eternity. Though now it be vile, and 
weak, and diſhonourable, yet then it ſhall 
appear bright and noble, and be inveſted 
with a viſible Glory as a Token of its. 
Honour and Advancement. Chriſt hal. 
transform the Body of our Humiliation, ſays 
St. Paul, that it may be faſhioned like unto 


His glorious Body t. It ſeems probable to 


* 1 Theſſ. iv. 14. + 1 Cot, xv. 42, 43, 44. 
| me, 
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me, from that laſt-cited Text taken in 
Conjunction with ſome other Paſſages of 
Scripture, that our, firſt Parents, in their 
State of Innocency, had a luminous Glory 
with which their Bodies were inveſted as 
with a Robe; in Token of the Honour and 
Dominion of the State in which they were 
then placed, being conſtituted Rulers of this 
lower World. This Glory, we may ſu 

poſe, they. loſt when they committed We: 
firſt Act of Diſobedience againſt God. And 
this to me appears likely to be the Meaning 
of that N the Eyes of them- both. 


were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked *, They perceived that the glorious 


Covering which they had had before Was 
taken from them ; and this aggravated their 
Shame and Cefuũon for their Tranſgreſ- 
ſion. To this Glory alſo, I apprehend, that 
Paſſage of the P/almift does; at leaſt in Part, 
refer: Thou madeſt Man @ eile lower than 
the Angels ; thou crownedſi bim with Glory 
and Honour f. And this Glory, which was 
loſt by the Offence of the firſt Adam, in 
which reſpect our preſent Bodies are called 

the Bodies of our Humiliation, or in which 
we are humbled, brought low, or made vile, 

will be reſtored to the Bodics of the Saints. 


e i 2. + Pal. vill. 3. 
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in Heaven by the Grace of the ſecond Adam. 
Accordingly it is ſaid, that our Bodies ſhall 
then be faſhioned like unto Chrift's glorious 
Body. And the Glory of Chriſt's Body in 
Heaven may, in ſome meafure, be appre- 
hended from the Glory with which he was 
furrounded at his Transfiguration on the 
Mount; when the Faſhion of his Counte- 
nance was altered, as St. Luke expreſſes it; 
when bis Face did ſhine as the Sun, as St, 
Matthew has it; when his Raimant was © 
white as the Light, or white and gliftering, 
as it is in Luke ; and when Moſes and Elias 
appeared in Glory, and talked \aeith him; 
when 4 Claud of Glory covered them,. and a 
Voice out of the Cloud proclaimed Him 
God's beloved Son, in 1ohom-ghe was well 
pleaſed * How great will We the Differ- 
ence, upon this Suppoſttion, between the 
frail, imperfect, vile, and mortal Body as it 
now is, and the exalted, glorious, incor- 
ruptible, and immortal Bodies the Saints 
{thall put on, when they are clarbed with 
their Houſe which is from Heaven + ? What 
a ſplendid radiant Appearance will there be 
in the Regions of the Bleſſed, when the 
Bodies of the Saints ſbàll ſhine forth like fo 


* Matt. xvii. I, &c, Luke ix. 28, &c: + 2 Cor. 
V. 2. 2 


many 


' content my 
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y Suns in the Kingdom of «their Fa- 
ther * 7 And how vaſt and inexpreſſible ; 
muſt be the Honour and the Felicity of 
thoſe iche die in the Lord, when their 15 
dies ſhall be inveſted with this 1 of 
Dignity and Royalty, and their Soy 
perfectly conformed to the Image of God 
in Purity or moral Rectitude, and inceſſant» 
ly delight themſelves. in the Contemplation, 
Libs Praiſes, and the Enjoyment of the great 
eſt and the beſt of Beings? Hut 1 e 
to tage 1 


Wise GENERAL bean propoſed, wiz, 
To offer me Arguments to prove the fu. 
ture Hatpineſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, 
There are ſeveral Confiderations which 
might be ely inſiſted on; but I muſt 
i with mentioning a. mY and 


that briefly. | MY ont - ayer 


. MIGHT. argue from the Tame 
and Diſpoſition of their Souls that = 
muſt neceffarily, be happy as long as they 
continue to exiſt, An holy Soul. has 4. Fund 
of Delight and Franquility in itfelf, and 
'tis impoſſible in the Nature of the Caſe 
that it ſhould be niſerable while it has the 


Matt. xiii. 43. a | 
|  f clear 
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clear and full Exerciſe of its Powers and 

Faculties, and is diſengaged from the Clogs 

and Fetters of this frail and mortal State. 

But this J have had Occaſion to take Notice 
of i in a forms Part of this Diſcourſe. 


„ the State of Good Men aſter 
Death ſhall be happy I may argue from 
the Nature and Perfections of God. Reaſon 
ſuggeſts to us, and the Scripture Revela- 
tion confirms it, that God is a Rewarder of 
them who diligently ſeek Him *. As God 
is a Being of infinite Purity, and has an 
infinite Love and Eſteem for Vigtue, it be- 
ing an Imitation of his 01 amiable 
Pattern, He muſt neceſſarily & ce Delight 
and Complacency in the Virtuous Man. 

The righteous Lord laveth Rigthpuſneſs, ſays 
the P/almiſt, His Countenad$” dot "behold 
the upright +. And as God is infinitely 
ood and powerfal, he is both able and 
willing to honour thoſe who imitate him, 
and to reward thoſe who ſerve him faith- 
fully. Now as the Soul of a good Man 
is in its own Frame and Temper meet for, 
and capable of, the Preſence and Enjoy- 
ment of God, we may very reaſonably ar- 
gue from the Perfections of the divine 


9 Heb. xi. 6. ; 4 Pal, xi. 7. 
F Nature, 
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Nature, that Souls thus diſpoſed ſhall be 
admitted to the Preſence and Fruition of 
the divine Majeſty, and receive all. the 
Pleaſure and F elicity from Communion 
with Him, and the Enjoyment of Him, 
which their Faculties are qualified for. 
As there is ſuppoſed to be no Defe& or 
Incapacity in the human Soul, when pu- 
rified from Sin and Senſuality, to bar or 
obſtruct its Enjoyment of God, ſo it ſeems 
unſuitable to the Perfections of the divine 
Being to ſuppoſe that God would deny or 
exclude it from ſuch Enjoyment, 


3. 7 5i#Truth is abundantly * 
by the Revelation of God's Word. St. 
John had in the Text the Teſtimony of 
a Voice fro ge Heaven, and the Witneſs of 
the Spirit, im Order to ſtrengthen the Evi- 
dence, and confirm our Perſuaſion of the 
future Happineſs of thoſe who die in the 
Lord: Unleſs by the Spirit he means the 
Spirit of N as revealing this Point 
to the Prophets of the Old Teſtament “. 
I heard a Voice from Heaven ſaying unto 
me, Write, &c. The Teſtimony of God is 
the greateſt and the ſureſt Confirmation of 
the Truth of any thing. And he has given 
us throughout the holy Scripture ample 

and "Oy Aſſurances of the Happineſs 


* Ifaiah Ivii. 1, 2. 
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of good Men, both in Body and Soul, in 
his glorious and everlaſting Kingdom. The 
Paſſages of this Sort are ſo many, and fo 
well 3 that I need not 1 — 
| _—_ I will add, 


4. Tu 18 very Conſideration that they 
FR in the Lord is an Aſſurance and Secu- 
rity of their future Happineſs. Our Lord 
Jeſus died to procure the Bleſſedneſs of 
Heaven for all the Faithful. And He is 
gone before to prepare the Manſions of Glory 
for them; and will come again, and receive 
them 70 himſelf, that where he is there they 
may be alſo *, They make up the Flock of 
which he is the - affectionate and faithful 
Shepherd. And he himſelf aſſures us that 
He laid down his Life for higSheep to fave 
them from Ruin and Miſery that He will 
give unto them eternal Life ; that 75 ey ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſball any auch, them 
out of His Hands +. They ſtand in an 
intimate Relation to Him as Members of 
bts Body; and as the Head is glorified, ſo 
ſhall alſo the Members be. Their Bodies 
are a Truſt committed to his Care and 
Cuſtody when they drop into the Grave: 
and me will keep that wii ch 1s committed 60 


* ala xiv. 2, 3. + John x. 11, 3 | 
57 + un 
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Him until the laſt Day *. In a word, the 
true Chriſtian, when he reſigns this feeble 
Life, may intruſt both his Soul and Body in 
His Hands with the greateſt Confidence 
and Security, as unto. a merciful and a faith- 
Jul Creator +. He is the Reſurrection and 
the Life; whoſoever believeth in Him tho 
be were dead yet ſhall. he live; and whoſo 
liveth and believeth in Him ſhall not die for- 
ever; but ſhall be raiſed up from the dead 
in the laſt Day, and inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for the Saints from the Foundation 
of the World 7. | 8 


Tur 4 I. ſhall make of this 
the will be only in #200 Particulars, 


Fut. I dhe who die is the Lord 

ſhall be for ever hieſſed, let us make it our 
Care /o to live as that we may die thus, and 
be thus bleſſed after Death. We muſt not 
expect to die in the Lord, or to receive the 
Reward and Bleſſedneſs of ſuch, if we are 
not careful to zve anto the Lord; I mean, 
if we do not make his Glory our general 
Scope and grand Aim in Life, and his Work 
and Service our faithful Employment. We 


* 2 Tim. i i. 12, + Pet. iv. . hag 
Xi. 25, 26, Matt. xxv. 34. | 
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muſt now cultivate a Temper like that of 
Chriſt, and yield faithful Obſervance to all 
his Injunctions and Precepts, if we Would 
at laſt die in him, and be owned for his 
when He ſhall come to judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs *, If we perſiſt in the Love 
and Practice of any Sin, or wilfully diſre- 
gard and neglect any Part of our Duty, 
we are already peremptorily aſſured that we 
ſhall not die in his Favour, but the Wrath 
of God abideth on us +. It will be altoge- 
ther inſignificant and uſeleſs to plead, Ve 
have eaten and drank in thy Preſente, and 
thou haſt taught in our Streets, if we have 
nothing more ſubſtantial than this to alledge 
for Acceptance : for the Judge of the 
World has plainly told us, Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that 
doth the Will 4 Wo Father which is in 


Heaven ||. 


.SzcondLY. The Conſideration of the 
Joy and Happineſs of the Righteous after 
Death ſhould be improved to alleviate our 
Sorrow for thoſe who are dead in Chriſt S. 
Nature indeed will ſhow its Reluctance 


* AQs xvii. 31. + John iii. 36, f Luke 
xili. 26; | Matt. vii, 21, § 1 Theſſ. 
Iv, 16. 8 


againſt 
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againſt parting with dear Relations, and in- 
. 55 — 4 Friends. But Reaſon 
and Religion muſt be called in to our Af 
ſiſtance, to moderate natural Paſſions, and 
to prevent their Exceſs, eſpecially when we 
have no Reaſon to ſorrow as thoſe who are 
without Hope. And this is an Argument 
of Support and Conſolation which I may 
with great J uſtice and Propriety inculcate 
on the mournful Relatives of the Deceaſed, 
viz, that She is 4% but. for a little while, 
not for ever: That She is but got a little 
before You to the End of Her Labours 
and Sorrows, and arrived at the Haven of 
Reſt and Peace : That She-has only dropt 
the mortal Part, with all the Pains and Diſ- 
orders that aroſe from thence, to reſume jt 
again, refined by the Grave, and raiſed 
healthful, ihcorruptible and immortal, Death 
has but given Her a final Releaſe from all 
thoſe Burdens and Diſtreſſes which Your 
Affection in vain attempted to relieve ; and 
tranſlated Her to thoſe peaceful Regions of 
holy Souls, to which You alſo hope to ar- 
rive, and from-whence, ſurely, You would 
not with Her Return, 


A NATURAL Sweetneſs and Benignity 
of . Temper, improved by Principles of 


* 1 Theſſ. iv, 13. 
F Virtue 
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Virtue and Religion rooted early in Her 
Mind, and cultivated with continual Care, 
rendered Her Character truly amiable. 


g UE made Conſcience of the Exercifes 
of Piety, both publick and ſecret; and 
took Delight in converſing with God and 
Her own Heart, finding the manifold Ad- 
vantage of ſuch a Courſe. And it was Her 
Care to have a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards Men, as well as towards God *. 
Her Behaviout in the feveral Relations in 
which She ſtood was ſuch as could not fail 
to ſecure the Eſteem and Affection of all 
that were about Her. 


Tnuouon Providence ſaw fit to exercife 
Her 3 in the Morning of Life with the Trial 
of a very infirm Conſtitution, and frequent 
Returns of bodily Diſorder and Pain ; tho' 
She did for ſome Years drag on, as I may 
ay, a dying Life amidſt many Preſſures 
and Conflicts of Nature; yet She bore Her 
Afflictions with a remarkable Submiſſion 
and Patience, and learned Obedience by the 
Tings 0 ich She ſi ſuffered +. She was never 
known to expreſs the 10 Diſſatisfaction 
with the Diſpoſals of Providence how grie- 


inne, 
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vous ſoever; but on the other Hand, ready 
to look on the Afflictions She ſuffered as 


kind and merciful Allotments of Her hea- 
-venly Father, intended to take off Her 


Heart from preſent Objects by making Her 


ſeofible of the Emptineſs of all terreſtrial 
Things; to ſtrengthen Faith, and Patience, 
and other good- Diſpoſitions, and render 
Her more meet for the perfect Bleſſedneſs 
of the heavenly World. This was the Uſe 
She made of all her Trials; and this Ad- 
vantage She obtained by them, that She 
became leſs fond of this World; that the 
Thoughts of Death were more familiar and 
leſs formidable to Her; Her Deſires after a 
better State more warm and ardent, and 
Her Hope of it more ſure and reviving. 


This appeared in the ſerene and chearful - 
Manner in which She talked of dying a 
little before Her Departure; and in the 


Earneſtneſs with which She cautioned thoſe 
about Her, the younger Ones particularly, 
againſt the Snares of the World; and ex- 


| horted them to make Religion their chief 


Care, that they might feel the Comfort of 
It in Life and at Death, and hereafter reap 
the Eternal Reward of it. 


On ! that the ſerious Advices She incul- 


cated may make an indelible Imprefſiqn on 


thoſe 


3 The Blefeduf of True. Qrifian, &c. 

.thoſe to whom they were given; and that 
All of us, and ef; pecially the Yung, may 
be excited by the Example of Her . 
and encouraged by the happy Fruit of it 
in the Serenity and Chearfulneſs of Her 

Death, to make Religion the Buſineſs of 
Life; that they alſo dying in the Lord may 
.reft. from thetr Labours, and their Works 
N follow them | in an ample and glorious 
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